The Use of Coll aborative Decision-Mking Processes to Devel op Public
Pol i cy

Abstract: Many public policy debates can be characterized as

di sagreenments anong nul tipl e stakehol ders about the selection of a
public good that has multiple attributes. For the usual reasons -

i nfformati onal asymetry, incentive effects, etc. - it may be
inefficient to rely on a third party (the governnent) to resolve these
di sputes. Instead, it mght be possible to require that the

st akehol ders negotate a resolution anpong thensel ves.

Al t hough t his approach, often called collaborative deci si on-nmaki ng, has
been tried in nmany different policy arenas, in many different countries,
it has received little attention fromeconom sts. In this semnar, |

wi |l describe how col |l aborative decision-nmaki ng works and investigate
sonme of its advantages and di sadvant ages.



